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IHF Brown Chapter to Begin Work 
with Partner in Southern Mexico 
Newly launched chapter dedicated to support the IHF’s partner with 
SYJAC community development organization in Chiapas. 

Last fall, IHF volunteers and students at Brown University began to lay the 
groundwork for a new campus chapter.  Its purpose would be to partner 
with SYJAC in San Cristóbal, Chiapas, Mexico.  SYJAC, a local community 
organization, works with displaced communities in the countryside around 
San Cristóbal.  They offer a wealth of programs from adult and youth 
education, theater programs, child care and handicrafts.  Work officially 
gets underway this summer when two groups of students will travel to work 
with SYJAC.  

This month, Brown student Dong-eun Kim will make a site visit to Chiapas to 
work  with  SYJAC  and  build  the  foundation  of  a work-plan for the  Brown 

see BROWN p. 3  

 

Just Apparel Nears Local Sustainability 

Become 1 of 1,000 individuals joining together to make a difference.   

Donate to the IHF $10 x 1000 campaign at www.internationalhf.org! 

IHF Initiative poised for rapid 
growth in second half of 2008. 

Over the last three months, the 
LICΩǎ Wǳǎǘ !ǇǇŀǊŜƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ 
Santiago Atitlán, Guatemala, has 
continued to grow and prepare to 
operate as a locally sustainable 
organization.   

In April, in conjunction with our 
Guatemalan manager and the 
original group of partner artisans, 
Just Apparel selected eleven women 
ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎΩ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
selection of these women gave the 
group sufficient membership to 
petition for recognition as an official 
non-profit association, Asociación 
Ropa Justa.  This status became 
formal on May 21.   

!ǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎΩ 
group can operate as an 
independent entity complete with 
bank accounts, the power to enter 
into contracts, and exemption from 
value added tax.  We at  the  IHF are  

see JUST APPAREL p. 2  
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Dartmouth chapter plans 
summer project in Ecuador 

Dolores Vásquez, the manager of the Just Apparel Partner Artisans Association, 
ƳŀƪŜǎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ŀƴǘƛŀƎƻ !ǘƛǘƭłƴΣ DǳŀǘŜƳŀƭŀΦ 
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THE IHF BLOG:  
/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƘŀƴƎŜΧ 

Check in at www.internationalhf.org/blog for 
fresh, compelling perspectives from IHFers around 
the world. 

This summer, Creating Global Change will feature 
content from IHF volunteers in Ecuador, 
Guatemala, and Mexico. 

www.internationalhf.org/blog 

A forum for ideas on cutting-edge grassroots 
development efforts. 

 

Spreading the Word… 
By Amish Parashar, IHF President 

The IHF has always been run by and for volunteers - this has 
helped us build a strong organization, but it has also limited our 
reach.  As we attempt to transition to hiring a full time staff, we 
are also working on projects that help us spread the word.  The 
work of our partners and chapters from the past few years is 
worth sharing.  The question is how best to let others know what 
we're doing. To find the answer we are trying a variety of 'best 
practice' strategies to figure out which will work best for the IHF.   

The growing $10x1000 campaign is one way we're bringing new 
donors into our community.  By working with companies and 
contacting people who are connected to IHF volunteers, by 
distributing this newsletter, and by writing on the blog, IHF 
leaders are moving towards an expanded IHF.  Not only will more 
people know about our work and be able to become part of our 
successes, but our projects will gain stronger, more committed 
managers, and students will gain better access to the IHF and our 
work overseas.  We hope you help us spread the word during this 
exciting part of our growth... 

JUST APPAREL continued from p. 1 
incredibly proud to announce this step, which signals the readiness of our partner artisans to continue running Just 
Apparel operations in Santiago without the full-time accompaniment of IHF volunteers. 

Just Apparel to receive Davis 100 Projects for Peace Intern 

We are also pleased to announce the arrival of Katie Johnston-Davis, a rising junior at Haverford College, in Santiago 
to work as a marketing intern for Just Apparel.  Katie was awarded not only a Davis 100 Projects for Peace grant, but 
also an internship grant from the Center for Peace and Global Citizenship at Haverford.  Consequently, she brings 
with her not only her impressive personal skilƭǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ Wǳǎǘ !ǇǇŀǊŜƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
major marketing campaign. 

The campaign that Katie will oversee seeks both to promote 
sales through the Just Apparel website and raise consumer 
ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ W!Ωǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ  Lƴ 
addition to coordinating online and print advertising, Katie will 
spend the summer preparing for a tour of East Coast colleges 
and universities to present on JA and ethical production and 
ōŜƎƛƴ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ LICΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛǊ 
trade apparel. 

¢ƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀōǊŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ YŀǘƛŜΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ {ŀƴǘƛŀƎƻΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
www.internationalhf.org/blog, where she will be posting 
regularly this summer. 

 

IHF volunteer models pose for photos to be used in 
upcoming marketing campaign. 
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Crafting a Vision for the Future 
By Heidi Jutsum, Executive Director 

From June 2007 to May 2008, the IHF has made impressive advances toward more completely fulfilling its mission of 
empowering grassroots organizations worldwide through long-lasting partnerships with students and young leaders.   
The organization has doubled its campus chapters, increased participation in original campus chapters, more than 
doubled the number of active projects it supports, and tripled the size of the central staff.  In spite of this remarkable 
increase in participation and movement towards fulfilling its mission, the IHF board realizes that the organization 
requires a better-defined operational strategy.  The board convened in March 2008 in order to define this strategy 
and empower the central staff in their every day work towards fulfilling the mission of the IHF. 

Our goals remain the same: 

1. Increase student and young leader participation in lasting change in the developing world 
2. Deliver more efficient outcomes to our partners on the ground. 

However, our strategy to meet these goals is changing.  Following are the four main strategies the IHF will use to 
guide its central staff over the next three years in order to continue our rapid growth and progress. 

1. Hire Central Staff 
2. Create and sustain a worldwide network of IHFers and connect local projects to larger academic issues. 
3. Adopt more organizational monitoring, evaluation, and accountability practices at all levels. 
4. Increase prominence and reach of organization. 

Please continue to partner with us as we create lasting change around the globe.  Consider reading the life-changing 
stories on our blog (www.internationalhf.org/blog) or join hundreds of other supporters in the $10x1000 campaign 
at www.internationalhf.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BROWN continued from p. 1 

Chapter in the coming year.  Executive Director Heidi Jutsum 
plans to meet with Dong-eun and the SYJAC leadership to 
facilitate the growth of the new partnership. 

In August, Samantha Roque and Francisco Olivares, will travel 
to Chiapas to work with youth to paint a mural and support 
the construction of a community center.  The Brown chapter 
is off to a strong start and will work throughout the next year 
to raise enough funds for a large group of chapter members 
to travel to Mexico over winter break to continue supporting 
{¸W!/Ωǎ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ.   

If you have any questions about the new chapter or want to 
support the work that SYJAC is doing, please contact the 
Brown chapter coordinator, Alicia Conover at 
alicia_conover@brown.edu. 

The small houses of a SYJAC-supported community in rural 

Chiapas, Mexico. 
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IHF Fundraising Priorities 
1. General Fund ς to fund the 
ǎŀƭŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LICΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀƛŘ 
staff member. 

2. Guatemala partnership ς to 
provide scholarships for the 
2009 school year. 

3. Mexico partnership ς to 
launch project work in 
Brown-SYJAC partnership. 

 
Be sure to visit www.internationalhf.org for more 

information about the IHF and our work around the world. 

Check in at www.internationalhf.org/blog for weekly 

posts from IHFers around the globe! 

Since partnering with the IHF 
earlier this year, Biblioteca Puerta 
Abierta has continued the 
promising growth that brought it 
to the attention of the IHF. 

¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ 
small house on a quiet street in 
central Santiago includes a quite 
reading room and a classroom that 
is available for individual class 
visits and tutoring sessions.  Local 
children continue to visit regularly 
for homework help and to 
experience reading in a safe, 
supportive environment. 

The library also recently launched 
its άǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎέ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ La Biblioteca 
Movil, which brings books and 
story telling to rural schools.  
Candelaria, a local librarian and IHF 
scholarship program student, visits 
underfunded schools in outlying 
areas each week.   

She shares stories and art projects 
with kindergarten and first grade 
students and leaves a kit of books 
with teachers to use with their 
students throughout the week.   

 

Children’s Library Launches New Programs 
IHF Partner in Santiago Atitlán, Guatemala expands reach with 
larger facilities, new traveling library program. 

Through the traveling library, 
Biblioteca Puerta Abierta has been 
able to share the gift of reading 
with children who would never be 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ 
as transportation costs would be 
too expensive for them to visit the 
main library in the center of town. 

Donations to support Biblioteca 
Puerta AbiertaΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ 
can be made through the IHF. 

Librarian Chonita reads with preschool 

children in Biblioteca Puerta Abierta 

Dartmouth Students 
Plan Summer Camp in 
Yambiro, Ecuador 

Following their site visit last 
December, the students of the 
Dartmouth chapter of the IHF 
responded to the community-
expressed need for extra-curricular 
educational support by beginning 
to plan for a two-month summer 
camp program in the rural village 
of Yambiro.  A total of ten 
Dartmouth students will spend 
from several weeks to several 
months each in Yambiro 
supporting the camp, which will 
emphasize interactive learning. 

IHF volunteer Jason Huber will also 
visit Yambiro this summer.  He will 
coordinate and oversee the 
installation of electricity in the 
nearly completed locally 
constructed clinic.  The completed 
clinic will be the worksite for a 
group of health specialists who will 
arrive in late summer to treat 
intestinal infections. 


